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Dear PWEN Partner,  
 

The Problem is Real. In Arizona 16.5% of women live in poverty. Women of color are twice as likely to 

live in poverty; 22.8% of Black women, 24.8% of Latinas, and 33.5% of Native Americans live in poverty. 

As of 2014, Arizona ranked 23rd highest for full time women workers with a median income of $36,916 

compared to the median for men at $43,945. In Arizona, 6.2% of women age 25 and older have less than 

a ninth-grade education. The nation’s average is 5.7%.  

In our heightened empowerment culture, the term “women’s empowerment” has become 

commonplace.  In 2013, The Phenomenal Woman Empowerment Network (PWEN), a 501 C 3, was 

launched to serve the women in our community who are overlooked and dismissed daily. 

What We Do: PWEN connects with underserved minority women 

who are considered working poor, those women who don’t have a 

college education and lack access to personal and professional 

development.  We also support and encourage young women 

graduating high school who have a desire for a college education – 

but who lack the emotional and financial resources to do so.  

Why We Do It: We believe that women were not created to be 

perfect but to be whole. When women are operating within their wholeness – authentic, sustainable, 

success is achievable.  PWEN provides minority women with the access to resources needed to overcome 

poverty, gender pay gaps, and inadequate educational support. In 

response to the unmet needs of thousands of Arizona women 

PWEN offers affordable and often free personal and professional 

development trainings to help women enter a space of wholeness. 

Women were not created to be perfect but to be whole, when 

women are operating within their wholeness authentic 

sustainable success is achievable.  The aim of personal and 

professional development is to help women manage their own 

learning and growth throughout their professional and personal endeavors. For the past six years, PWEN 

has shouldered the financial responsibility in executing our programs.  With limited resources we have 

➢ Since 2013 PWEN has 

served 15,000 women 

through our training 

programs. 

 

➢ With 1.2M social 

media followers, 

PWEN & Partners 

reach 1.8M women 

weekly. 

 

➢ PWEN has helped 120 

women start 

businesses through 

our entrepreneurship 

program.  

 

➢ PWEN has awarded 

$57,000 in collegiate 

scholarships, 

entrepreneurship 
grants, and back to 

school readiness. 

PWEN IMPACT 
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provided high-quality programming and scholarships throughout Arizona, launched a new chapter in Tulsa, Oklahoma in 2018, but more needs to be 

done.   

We are asking Female Leaders, Entrepreneurs, and Influencers to become PWEN Partners and help us support underserved women through your 

tax-deductible partnership contribution. Your financial support will ensure that minority women of all ages will have access to the tools and resources 

required for true economic and social empowerment.   

Please help us in our mission and be an advocate for culturally diverse women in Arizona.   

Sharise L. Erby-Castle, MHA 

Sharise L. Erby 

PWEN Founder/Executive Director 

501c3 Tax ID# 46-3707674 

Telephone: 480.228.3125 

Email: info@mypwen.org 

Website: https://www.mypwen.org/ 

 

 

 

mailto:info@mypwen.org
https://www.mypwen.org/
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PHENOMENAL WOMAN EMPOWERMENT 

NETWORK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To strengthen the 

economic status, 

leadership, and power of 

women as they take their 

success to the next level. 

To be the world’s premier 

women’s organization 

providing personal, 

professional, and spiritual 

development.   

To empower, encourage, 

equip, and elevate women 

of underserved populations 

to live their best lives. 
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Purpose of Phenomenal Woman Empowerment Network 

 

  EMPOWER 

Empower women to own their success. The Initiative will enable women to enhance and develop their 

quality of life and become architects of their future by presenting opportunities for mental, emotional, 

spiritual, financial, physical, relational, and professional transformation.  

  ENCOURAGE 

Provide a non-judgmental space for women to feel safe in sharing their stories while being celebrated for 

their endurance, achievements, and perseverance.  

  EQUIP  

Training programs to increase the level of knowledge and expertise to sustain and thrive economically, in 

leadership, owning their power, and living their best lives now. 

   ELEVATE  

A woman’s self-esteem, self-image, and self-confidence are greatly enhanced as she learns her purpose, 

her various gifts, talents and abilities. Which in turn makes her a better mother, wife, parent, 

businesswoman, etc. Someone once said that our life reflects our attitudes and therefore having a new 

attitude will invariably create new results. Thus, it is our goal to help women develop new attitudes 

toward their circumstances and to help them rise above them. 
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Board of Directors and Leaders 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Jennifer Brown serves as the Tulsa Chapters Managing 

Director. PWEN’s Tulsa Chapter was launched in March 

2018 and is rapidly growing. Jennifer oversees the training 

programs and expansion activities.  

Turquoise Tenner serves on the Board of Directors as our 

Secretary and Treasure. Additionally, Turquoise serves in 

the capacity of Director of Operations. In this role 

Turquoise manages the logistics of our events and 

performs the required administrative duties.  

Antoinette Knox serves as PWEN’s Donor Coordinator. In 

Antoinette’s role she oversees our fundraising activities 

and arranges for donor gifts provided to our program 

participants.  

Sharise L. Erby-Castle is PWEN’s Founder and serves as the organizations Executive Director.  Sharise has earned her Bachelor of 

Science in Human Services Management and her Master of Health Administration from University of Phoenix. Sharise has served 

in management for over 20 years in the health care industry, the last seven of those years leading a 300-person operations team 

for a Fortune 10 organization. Sharise's corporate career was focused on ensuring that at risk populations had access to health 

care benefits. She has been recognized as a "Woman Rising Up" by Women on a Mission, she received the 2016 Black Wall 

Street's Community Leadership Award, and the RSG Foundations’ 2019 Businesswoman of the Year. 

Monica Thomas serves as PWEN’s CJG Scholarship 

Coordinator. She oversees the scholarship selection 

process, manages the college relationship, and 

coordinates mentoring sessions and training activities.  



PWEN is a 501 c 3 Non-Profit Organization - Tax ID# 46-3707674 
 

PWEN PROGRAMS 

 

Workshops/Seminars 

Grow Your Business Bootcamp 

This is a full day event focused on entrepreneurship development for local minority 

entrepreneurs and is part of our entrepreneurship program. PWEN seeks experts covering 

a wide span of topics who are willing to volunteer their time to teach and mentor for the 

day. PWEN is in our fourth year of hosting this annual event. We are honored to have had 

350 entrepreneurs attend the GYB Bootcamp and leverage the tips, tools, insight, and 

relationships to grow their business. We are looking to expand this program into 

additional markets in 2020. 

 

Personal & Professional Development 

      

PWEN offers affordable and often free personal and professional development trainings 

to help women enter a space of wholeness. Women were not created to be perfect but 

to be whole, when women are operating within their wholeness authentic sustainable 

success is achievable.  The aim of personal and professional development is to help 

women manage their own learning and growth throughout their professional and 

personal endeavors. Workshops include, ABC’s of Leadership, Discovering & 

Understanding Your Purpose, Five B’s of Next Level Success, and Social Media for 

Entrepreneurs. 
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The Carrie J. Scholarship Program provides mentoring, training, and financial assistance to underserved young women 

graduating high school and attending college. PWEN partners with our scholarship recipients for their entire four-year 

collegiate journey.                                                                                                                       

Isabella Gutierrez was diagnosed with bi-polar disorder and had been kicked out of several high 

schools and kicked out of her home all because those around her did not know how to support her 

mental illness. Isabella was finally accepted into an alternative high school, PWEN extended an 

internship to her to help her build practical skills and begin to introduce her to a community of 

supportive successful women and relevant resources. Isabella gained hope for her future and we 

worked diligently to get her accepted into South Mountain Community College with her goal of 

becoming a social worker and someday opening a center to help youth just like her. 

 

Latisha Brown (pictured to the far right) has been homeless most of her life and has never had the 

privilege of enjoying her “own” room. Latisha attended a youth event one day and one of the 

speakers told her the “sure way out of poverty was through education.” Latisha grabbed hold of 

those words and ran. While attending high school she enrolled into Mesa Community College and 

took college courses simultaneously. She worked two jobs to pay for her college classes. When 

PWEN met Latisha, she was graduating from college with her AA and High School Diploma within 

a week of each other. Latisha joined our program and we are providing her with ongoing 

mentorship and financial support as she attends Arizona State University. 
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Alyssa Williams (pictured to the right) was raised in a single parent home along with her brother 

Elijah who was tragically killed in 2015 in his neighborhood. Alyssa was very close to her brother 

and was devastated by his death, she began to spiral. Alyssa had always been a straight A 

student and was on track to receive an academic full-ride collegiate scholarship. After Elijah’s 

death her GPA dropped drastically, and she became ineligible for her scholarship. Alyssa became 

part of the CJG Scholarship program in May of 2016, we have provided $4800 in financial 

assistance allowing Alyssa to attend the nursing program at Grand Canyon University. Alyssa 

remains in our program, however due to a lack of funding we have not been able to provide the 

financial assistance needed immediately to keep Alyssa enrolled in her nursing program for the Fall. Mentorship has been 

instrumental in helping Alyssa stay motivated and determined to complete her education.
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Benefits of Partnership 
Your partnership is the heartbeat of the PWEN organization, with your support of time, treasure, and talents 

we change the landscape for thousands of women globally.  

With your $150.00 partnership contribution comes great advantages: 

1. Can volunteer your time and talents through service and mentorship. 

2. Attend Workshops and Seminars for FREE. 

3. Share your personal story by being featured across our global platform. 

4. Receive VIP recognition at our Annual Signature Event and PWEN Empowerment Travel Trips. 

5. If you are a woman business owner, receive a FREE listing in our upcoming Women’s Owned Business Directory. 

6. Get exclusive benefits and priority consideration on the PWEN Platform. 

7. 100% of your partnership contribution goes to support the Carrie J. Gray Scholarship & Awards Program. 

8. Your partnership contribution is tax deductible as PWEN is a 501c3 non-profit organization. 

 

How to Partner:  

Partnerships may be securely paid online at www.mypwen.org or made payable by check to Phenomenal Woman 

Empowerment Network. Upon receipt of remittance you will be contacted to obtain additional information.   

Mailing Address:     For More Information Contact: 

PWEN        Sharise Erby or Jennifer Brown 

1204 E. Grenadine Rd     Email: info@mypwen.org 

Phoenix, AZ 85040     Website: www.mypwen.org 

        

http://www.mypwen.org/

